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Chapter 1
General provisions
§ 1. 1. These Regulations, hereinafter referred to as the "Regulations", shall set out the rules for holding the:
1)	competition for the best master's thesis in the field of consumer protection,
2)	competition for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of consumer protection
- hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Competitions”.
2. The organizer of the Competitions shall be the President of the Office of Competition and Consumer Protection, hereinafter referred to as the "President of UOKiK".
3.	On behalf of the President of UOKiK, the Competitions shall be held by the Communications Department of the Office of Competition and Consumer Protection, hereinafter referred to as the "Communications Department”.
§ 2. The subject matter of the Competitions shall be to select the best master's thesis and doctoral dissertation in the field consumer protection.
§ 3. 1.	Individual editions of the consumer for the best master's thesis in the field of consumer protection shall be held annually.
2. Individual editions of the Competition for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of consumer protection shall be held every three years.
3. The announcement of a particular edition of the Competition shall be posted on the website of the Office of Competition and Consumer Protection, hereinafter referred to as “UOKIK”.
§ 4. The Competitions shall be open to submissions on at least one of the following issues:
1)	practices infringing collective consumer interests;
2)	abusive contractual clauses in model contracts;
3)	unfair market practices.
§ 5. 1.	Participants in the Competitions may be the authors of master's theses and doctoral dissertations whereunder professional title of a master or a doctoral degree has been awarded:
1)	written in either Polish or English;
2)	defended at universities based in within the territory of the Republic of Poland;
3)	defended by the deadline specified in the announcement of the individual Competition;
4)	which received a grade of at least very good - for master's theses.
2. Papers that have also been submitted to the Competition for the best master's thesis in the field of competition protection or the Competition for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of competition protection cannot be submitted to these Competitions.
3. The Competitions shall not be open to UOKiK employees, with the exception of those who were employed at UOKiK after submitting their work to a particular edition of the Competition. In this case, the date of receipt of the submission of the paper to UOKiK shall be decisive.
4.	Submission of a paper to a particular edition of the Competition shall imply acceptance hereof.
§ 6. 1. Papers shall be submitted by:
1)	an author of the paper;
2)	a supervisor or a reviewer - upon the written consent of the author of the paper.
2. The paper submission should include:
1)	a copy of the paper in the form of an electronic document saved in text-searchable generated PDF format, titled according to the following formula: first name_surname_paper_mgr or first name_surname_paper_dr;
2)	one-page abstract of the paper in the form of an electronic document saved in text-searchable generated PDF format, titled according to the following formula: first name_surname_abstract;
3)	completed and signed submission form, the model of which is specified in Appendix No. 1 hereto;
4)	certificate issued by the university confirming the date of the defense and the topic of the paper, and in the case of a master's thesis - also the grade for this thesis;
5)	in the case of a doctoral dissertation - two reviews of the dissertation.
3. The submission of the paper must be sent or delivered by the deadline specified in the announcement of the individual Competition edition, in one of the following ways:
1)	via email to: dk@uokik.gov.pl,
2)	to the UOKiK's electronic mailbox: /UOKiK/SkrytkaESP,
3)	through a postal operator within the meaning of the provisions of the Act of 23 November 2012 - Postal Law (Journal of Laws of 2022, item 896 and 1933) to the address as follows:
Office of Competition and Consumer Protection
Communications Department
pl. Powstańców Warszawy 1
00-950 Warsaw
4)	at the UOKiK’s general office at pl. Powstańców Warszawy 1, Warszawa
- with a note on the envelope or in the title "Consumers for the best master's thesis - CD - consumers" or "Competition for the best doctoral dissertation - CD - consumers".
4. In the case of submitting a paper in the manner specified in paragraph 3, items 1 or 2, the documents specified in paragraph 2, items 3-5 should be sent as a scan of the originals of these documents (PDF format).
5. In the case of submitting a paper in the manner specified in paragraph 3, items 3 or 4:
1)	documents specified in paragraph 2 items 1 and 2 should be sent or submitted on a computerized data carrier;
2)	documents specified in paragraph 2 items 3 and 4 should be sent or submitted in the original;
3)	documents specified in paragraph 2 item 5 should be sent or submitted as a scan of the originals of these documents (PDF format) on a computerized data carrier.
6. The deadline for sending or submitting your paper shall be deemed to have been met if, before its expiration, the submission:
1)	has been entered into the UOKiK's ICT system;
2)	has been received by UOKiK via a postal operator within the meaning of the provisions of the Act of 23 November 2012 - Postal Law;
3)	has been filed with the UOKiK’s general office.
7. Papers and other documents submitted for competitions shall not be returned.
§ 7. 1. Formal evaluation of papers shall be made by the Communications Department.
2. Formal evaluation shall consist in checking the fulfillment of:
1)	the requirements specified in § 6 paragraphs 1-6 by the paper submission;
2)	the requirements specified in § 5 paragraphs 1 and 2 by the paper;
3)	the requirements specified in § 5 paragraphs 3.
3. If the paper submission meets formal requirements, the Communications Department shall assign a number to the paper and its abstract and shall anonymize these documents.
§ 8. 1. Substantive evaluation of the works shall be made by members of the Jury of the Competitions, hereinafter referred to as the “Jury".
2.	The Jury shall be composed of:
1)	the chairman - the President of UOKiK or his designee;
2)	other members designated by the President of UOKiK from among persons distinguished by their theoretical knowledge and experience in the field of consumer protection.
3.	The Communications Department shall forward the anonymized papers and their abstracts to the Jury members.
4. If a member of the Jury finds that the subject matter of the paper submitted to it does not relate to the issues referred to in § 4, the chairman of the Jury, having consulted other members of the Jury, shall decide either to reject the paper or to keep it in the Competition.
5. The paper shall be evaluated by two members of the Jury.
6. A member of the Jury shall evaluate the merits of the paper on a form, the model of which has been specified in:
1)	Appendix No. 2 hereto - in the case of the Competition for the best master's thesis in the field of consumer protection;
2)	Appendix No. 3 hereto - in the case of the Competition for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of consumer protection.
7. A member of the Jury shall evaluate the merits of the paper impartially, in particular, he or she may not evaluate a master's thesis or doctoral dissertation for which he or she was a supervisor or reviewer.
8. Having evaluated the merits, a member of the Jury may propose, along with justification, to other members of the Jury, the papers that, in their opinion, should be awarded.
9. At the meeting, the members of the Jury shall discuss the evaluated papers and recommend to the chairman of the Jury the awarding of prizes to the selected papers. A member of the Jury may also participate in the meeting by means of electronic communication.
10. Minutes of the Jury meeting shall be taken by an employee of the Communications Department. The minutes shall be signed by the chairman of the Jury.
11. Members of the Jury, excluding employees of UOKiK and representatives of competition partners, shall receive remuneration of PLN 1,000 gross for participation in the work of the Jury in a particular edition of the Competition.
12.	The results of each edition of the Competition shall be published on the UOKiK’s website by the date specified in the announcement of each edition of the Competition.
§ 9. 1.	In the Competition for the best master's thesis in the field of consumer protection, the President of UOKiK may award:
1)	for first place - a cash prize of PLN 7,000 gross;
2)	for second place - a cash prize of PLN 5,000 gross;
3)	for third place - a cash prize of PLN 3,000 gross.
2.	The President of UOKiK may not award any prize, award a prize only for a selected place, or award a prize for a selected place to two or more participants. In the last case, the President of UOKiK shall decide on the proportional distribution of the prizes referred to in paragraph 1.
3.	The President of UOKiK shall also award the winners with paid and up to three-month graduate internships at the UOKiK Headquarters or at one of the UOKiK offices, under the terms of the Act of 17 July 2009 on Graduate Internships (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 1244). The date and location of the internship shall be determined in consultation with the winners, with the proviso that the internship must begin in the same year in which the particular edition of the competition was decided.
4.	The President of UOKiK may award distinctions in the form of diplomas.
§ 10. 1.	In the Competition for the best doctoral dissertation in the field of consumer protection, the President of UOKiK may award:
1)	for first place - a cash prize of PLN 10,000 gross;
2)	for second place - a cash prize of PLN 7,000 gross;
3)	for third place - a cash prize of PLN 5,000 gross.
2.	The President of UOKiK may not award any prize, award a prize only for a selected place, or award a prize for a selected place to two or more participants. In the last case, the President of UOKiK shall decide on the proportional distribution of the prizes referred to in paragraph 1.
3.	The President of UOKiK may award distinctions in the form of diplomas.
§ 11. The cash prizes referred to in § 9 (1) and § 10 (1) shall be paid to the winners after deducting the income tax due in accordance with the provisions of the Personal Income Tax Act of 26 July 1991 (Journal of Laws of 2021, item 1128, as amended).
§ 12. 1.	The titles of the awarded and distinguished theses and dissertations, the names of the winners and the names of their supervisors or reviewers with an indication of their degree or title, as well as the name of the department and university where the paper was defended, shall be published on the UOKiK website or on the UOKiK social media profiles.
2. The papers of the winners or their excerpts, with the written consent of the authors, may be published in print or electronic form on the UOKiK website.
